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ABSTRACT

Companies need to collect and report on their environmental performances for various reasons:
to comply with local regulations, to drive their activities, to meet external stakeholders’
requirements or expectations. Collection of data significantly increased during past decade; as
well as expectations from stakeholders on the quality of these data. In some countries external
auditing of data has already been implemented.

The data gathered by the industry during the last ten years provides a robust hindsight: e.g. the
quality of the produced water discharged offshore has improved in almost all regions of the
world; accidental spills of hydrocarbons have decreased; methane and VOCs emissions have
decreased, probably indicating a significant effort in venting and flaring. On the other hand,
data show no significant reduction of CO2 emissions during the years 2002-2007.

The other main outcome of the efforts made is a better understanding of what these data really
mean and cover. Efforts made at either national level (e.g. API), regional (OSPAR) or
international level (GRI, OGP, IPIECA, etc.) have undoubtedly been efficient but the quality of
the data still needs to be improved and additional data are to be collected to meet stakeholders
expectations and the need of the industry - e.g. when it comes to address disposal of waste or
the quality of the environment. In addition, the industry needs to agree on leading indicators to
better monitor its improvement programs, and to efficiently drive the environmental policies of
the companies. All these parameters are to be taken into account by companies wishing to
develop a robust data collection and reporting system.
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