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ABSTRACT 
Technology, old or new plays an important role in our daily lives and in 
our professions.  In our petroleum industry, specifically in the upstream 
sector, we tend to get comfortable with old technology.  By remaining 
with the old way of doing things we get a feeling of comfort which 
corresponds to a feeling of reduced risk.  In fact, the petroleum industry 
uses technologies that are as old as 50 years on a daily basis with great 
success.  Just because a technology is new does not automatically 
qualify it for use.  A new technology should improve efficiency, 
reliability, and performance.  One new technology that meets all three 
requirements is swellable packers.  Swellable packers have become a 
proven technology that engineers are using on a global basis.  This 
presentation will show how swellable packers are being used to improve 
the efficiency of well designs, how the technology is highly reliable, and 
how including this technology can improve well performance. 
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